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l FURTHER MEETING IN COOTEHILL TONIGHT AS...

Campaign to preserve last native
Dartrey woo nd intensifies
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTALIST LEADS PROTEST CEREMONY AT OAK TREE SITE



THE battle to save the-last
remaining significant grouping
of old oak trees in Dartrey For-
est gathered pace on Sunday
evening last (January 5th) when
81 people from the surrounding
Cootehill and Rockcorry catch-
ment areas braved the icy weath-
er to gather at the 13-acre native
woodland site and record their
objections to Coillte’s plans to
fell a number of the trees - con-
sidered part of the natural her-
itage - in the coming weeks.

The significance of the demon-
stration was underlined by the
presence of international envi-
ronmentalist Sem Karoba, from
West Pa ua on the Pacific island
of New uinea - a musician and&
storyteller known throughout the
world for his relentless cam-
paigns to preserve native cul-
tures, plants and animals. Armed
with a guitar and son s of his
native tongue, he gave Eunday’s
event an atmosphere all of it’s
own - aided with rhythms pro-
vided b some of the more
youthful ocal enthusiasts on tra-r
ditional tom-toms and bodhrans!

Karoba, who has fought tire-
lessly for the reservation of the
natural rain- orest in his nativeP
country,  led the athering  in
placing stones an% branches at
the foot of one of the threatened
200-200- ear-old oaks to mark their
tota r opposition to cutting the
trees.
BY MlCHllEL McDONN&U.
A prtition against the Coillte

plan was signed by all who
attended the memorable event,
and d  wider petition in the sur-
rounding areas is  currently
attracting hundreds 01  additional
signatures. It is significant in this
respect to recall Coillte Forest
Manager George Byrne’s assur-

-ante  to the Norftlrrn Sfatldnvd  in
an article printed last month that
his organisntion did not want to
” o against the wishes of the peo-
p e” .P

However, the protesters were
told that the road into the site
was cleared during Christmas
week, des ite a commitment
from Coil tr that an ongoingr
process of conhultntion with local

&
eoplg would 4-e  cqmpleted  .
e!ore any t&s were C u t .C u t . - l .- l .   ",",

-$%mxm% on the issue ha\  t’ also
- led to the formation of a “Dartrey

Oaks ‘Last Line of Defcnce’ Com-
mittee”, which has alread\!  set up
an information wc>bsite a t
~?(,.bril?~?sll~~~j~~~.cOllz/c)i7Ji,s‘  .

Campaign organiser Cormac
McCaul  lodged an ob’ection  in
Mona.ghan  Count

T
CA ouncil’s

Plannm Office vn uesday.  On
behalf o all who had signed the7
petition, he intends to send the

_ same letter of objection to the
Department of Communications,
Marine & Natural Resources,
which he said had ranted Coillte
the licence  to felP some of the
trees.
FURTHER PUBLIC MEETING
TONIGHT (THURSDAY)

The committee will be seeking
to consolidate growing sup ort
for the campai n at a pu lit

7
i

meetin to be he d in the White
Horse FYI otel tonight, Thursday
9th. It is also hoped that another
meeting with representatives of
Coillte can be arranged to take
place inside the next week.

The 13-acre  canopy of Irish
“Sessile” oak trees is the on1
remainin

a
area of native oa i:

woodlan s in the 1,500-acre
Dartre Forest, most of which is
now p anted with quick-growing,r
imported evergreen trees. The
Dartre Oaks Committee has
issued eaflets pointing out thatii
many of the natural and built



heritage attractions in this‘scenic
area have fallen into poor condi-
tion through neglect over the last
half century. Little or nothing is
left  of  the once magnificent
Dartrey Castle, the mausoleum
known as “The Tern
Inner Lough’s Blat E

le” on the
Island is

crumbling, and the historic “Iron
Bridge” is in disrepair. The com-
mittee also claims that a rin fort
was disfigured by forestry frains
ten years ago, in what ap

K
ears to

have been a breach of t e laws
protecting such sites.

Fifteen years ago a previous
campaign by a small group of
locals had succeeded in prevent-
ing tree cutting in the same stand
of oaks when it was pointed out
that the area was a natural habi-
tat for herons, whose nesting
sites are protected b law. It now
appears that the K eronry has
moved somewhat further up-riv-
er, but the objectors to Colllte’s
plans are adamant that the trees
should all be preserved in their
own ri

B
ht.

This atest controversy emerged
when Coillte called a ublic
meetin

5
P

Novem
to explain their p ans on
er 28th last. A number of

P
eople at that meeting left the

orestry  representatives in no
doubt about their ob’ections  to
the pro

lY
1osals. Coil te subse-

quently rought a group of local
people to the site itself and point-
ed to the trees they intend to cut.
The committee say it was agreed
that there would be further con-
sultations - b u t  t h e y  a r e
incensed at Coillte’s actions in
clearing the roadway in the
mean time.

The natural life c
B

cle of these
oak trees is believe to be in the
region of 900 years - the first
200 to 300 years spent in reaching
maturity, and the last 300

K
ears

in dying! So even thoug the
group of trees in question are
estimated to be about 200 years
old, they are, in effect, only
teena

B
ers of their species!

Coi lte have stated that their
ob’ective  is to “manage and
en h ante”  the area in question,
and they claim that removing
some of the trees would allow
sface for new oaks to be planted.

he objectors, however, argue
that there is ample room in the

I vast Darii-ey Estate for-
nPw  trers.  They say tR

lantjng
e trk>tls

already in position should all be
left as they are.
“PROPOSED”
HERITAGE AREA

It has also emerged that an area
which includes the oak trees and
the surrounding lakes has been
zoned as a Secondary Amenity
Area, and has since 1994 been
designated by the Department of
Environment as a “yroposed  Nat-
ural Heritage Area . A document
drafted in July 1994 by the
D e artment cites the Dromore
La l?es area as being of im or-
tance  to protected birds sueR as
whooper-swans, wigeons,  cor-
morants and gre herons.

Dartrey Oaks Pommittee Secre-
tar

K
Andrew McCaul  told the

gat ering at Sunday’s walk that if
this section of forest actually zuus
designated a Natural Herita

B
e

Area ,  he  be l ieved i t high y
unlikely that Coillte would be
able fell any trees. The committee
intend to pursue the Department
to find out if any progress is
being made on having the site
desicnated.
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e trees
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“PROPOSED”
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It has also emerged that an area
which includes the oak trees and
the surrounding lakes has been
zoned as a Secondary Amenity
Area, and has since 1994 been
designated by the Department of
Environment as a “yroposed  Nat-
ural Heritage Area . A document
drafted in July 1994 by the
D e

R
artment cites the Dromore

La es area as being of im or-
tance to protected buds  sueK as
whooper-swans, wigeons,  cor-
morants and re herons.

isDartrey Oa s ommittee Secre-
tar
gatK

Andrew McCaul  told the
ering at Sunday’s walk that if

this section of forest actually u~as
designated a Natural Herita e
Area ,  he  be l ieved i t high yT
unlikely that Coillte would be
able fell any trees. The committee
intend to pursue the Department
to find out if any progress is
being made on having the site
designated.
In the meantime, the immediate
objective is to prevent Coillte
from cutting an of the oaks. He
revealed that oillte have beenc!
granted a licence  to cut 15 oaks
this year, and 70 over a longer
period. He said the forestry eo-
ple were seeking to justify tKeir



plans on economic, social and
.environmental  grounds. They
were saying that the money
raised from felling the trees could
be used to enhance the general
area  and make it more accessible
to the pblic.  This \i:  G+J  J!:.o

Icave  more  sprtl;e  to allow  nt%
oaks to grow.

But he questioned the need to
grow new trees in the very space
where the older oaks were locat-
ed. There was no shortage of
space elsewhere in the forest,
even in areas adjacent to where
the present group’of oaks is locat-
e d .

He also
r:growth of r

ointed to the large
ododendron,  a shrub

imported in Victorian times
which was stifling the growth of
native vegetation and trees. Why
could Coillte not cut back the
rhododendron,  as  was being
done to help native woodlands in
Donegal  and Kerry?

It was pointed out that the
forestry service had been in
charge at Dartrey for over 50
years, and that if they were real1
interested in managing the oaE
woodlands, there would now be
groups of 50, 30 and 20-year-old
trees rather than just one group
of 200-year-olds with no younger
ones. About 100 oak trees planted

-by  Coillte ten years ago had been
eaten by deer. Now Coillte was

f
roposing to erect more deer

ences,  which was fine, but did
this mean heritage trees had to be
cut?

While he welcomed the idea of
enhancing the roads and making
the area more accessible as a qui-
et, scenic tourist and local ameni-





t

life of its own. He reminded the

6 atherin
%

that in special guest
,cm Karo a’s native West Papua,
people considered themselves at _
one with the trees and nature.
T@t was:+&at  w &$ng  lo$+p~

hi~-G.Ati~,  ati;  w e  should%?P
tryingx> get that connection  back
at a very deep level.

In introducing Mr Karoba, com-
mittee member Ruairi McKiernan
said almost half the world’s
remaining rain-forests were locat-
ed in West Papua, and if they
were lost there would be flooding
and storms in this countrv.  Sem
had risked his life in touring the
world to highlight this and other
injustices in his country, and it
was great to have him in Dartrey.

Mr Karoba said he was hap y
to see so many people at t f: e
event; they had come out of
respect for the forest. In his own
country, white people were cut-
ting down the trees; they could
not understand how the natives
saw themselves as part of the for-
est. It was not so&ething  to be
learned about in a classroom, or-;



o
‘i

i

out of a book -- the forest
real-life experience . I t  w

was a
as the

place wher;  his father would
7

o
to pray, and where his peop e

. were at one with nature.
I : He b&&d  tlid  if &~-he,&%‘& t. , _...-  7 . -
thef@&  afid ;latu~~;;it:“~~-tu~~,;-:~.

-I-%&ld help us. I-!ie  had exye&ed -
to see on19  ten or so
up, but now it lookef

eopL2  turn
as if there

were sixty or more.
“That means - mv heart is

telling me -- that we a;e  going to
stop it; they are not

Y down!” he declareB
oing to cut it
to resound-

i n  applaGe.
“8UY FROM THE JUNGLE”

“Tell them the guy from the
jungle came here said said: ‘If
you want to cut it down, you
must go and ask him for permis-
sion’!” he told the delighted lis-
teners.

His  eo
P &told a 1 a

le in Papua were being
out “development” by

the world’s biggest mining com-
pany, with its tractors and chain-

saws. But in his land, the moun-
tains were looked on by people

i as their mother, while the forests



lay a stone at the foot of one of
the oak trees. Each uerson  who
laid a stone or bran&  was sign-
ing another petition, this time to
the trees and nature herself,
pledging their support. And in
doing so, they were  also a send-
ing message to those  in authority,
Mr Karoba  said.

What proved to be a strange1
movin

B
occasion concluded wit it

Sem o ferin
language o B

another song in the
the Koteka people.

Those with drums and bodhrans
joined in, creating a wonderfully
primitive, world-music resonance
that was surely new to the oaks
of Dartrey!

3


