
CALL FOR 40MPH COOTEHILLTO ROC-KCORRY SPEED LIMIT

CONCERNS about the level of
deer culling in Dartrtiy  were
raised at Monday night’s meet-
ing in Cootehill in which Coillte
met with members of the public
on the issue of proposals to fell
an number of historic oak trees.

Save the Oaks Committee
Chair erson David Forster want-
ed to Low when the shooting of
deer in the forest was going to be
stopped. He said it was now rare
to see even one deer while walk-
ing the woods. Mr Forster knew
there were concerns about deers
causing a hazard to traffic, but
said many of the accidents were
bein
coul 8

caused by drivers who
just as easily kill human be-

ings on the side of the road.
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Coillte District Manager PJ Fitz-

patrick ointed out that he had
receive B numerous corn laints
from the public about the
bein

dangers

_  the E
posed by deer straying on

ootehill to Rockcorry road.
A lot of accidents involving deer
had already taken place, and he
was afraid that a person would be
killed while trying to avoid hit-
ting one.

Other people at the meeting ex-
pressed concerns about the cruel-
ty of using dogs to hunt the deer.

Committee member Cormac
McCaul asked about the safety of
- eople who were walking in the

’ orest while deer hunting was inP
progress. People were out walk-
mg  on Sundays, in spite of the
deer hunting signs that were in
place. Mr Fitz atrick  pointed out
that one of t e conditions im-K

E
osed by Coillte in return for
eeping forest walks open to the

public was that people were ex-
pected to take heed of the warn-

ing signs. He said the deer hunt-
ing season would be over by the
end of next month.

In response to Mr Forster, he
could not say how many deer
were going to be culled next year.
He pointed out that Duchas (the
Heritage and Wildlife Service)
rather than Coillte was the body
with primary responsibility for
the deer.
D-EER  SHOULD NOT BE
“ANNIHILATED”
But Mr Forster claimed Duchas

did not seem to want to know
anything about  the deer  in
Dartrey, and were not monitoring
the shootin
He agreed t5

that was going on.
at there were times

when the numbers could be re-
duced, but that did not meant
that the deer should be annihilat-
e d .

Mr Fitzpatrick said Coillte was
workin
aghan 8

with Duchas and Mon-
ounty Council in relation

to the deer issue. He refuted a
sug estion from the floor that

7Coil te had a “policy” to get rid of
the deer. Coillte now had a
policy to create additional open

f
razing spaces within the forest

or the deer.
Mr Forster said that similar

grazing patches in Portumna
were used to make it easy to
shoot the deer, but Mr Fitzpatrick
strongly rejected the idea that
Coillte had anything like that in
m i n d .

A  s
P

eaker from the floor said
one o the-reasons people walked
in the woods was to see the deer.
She knew they were a hazard on
the road, but annihilating them
was not the answer.

Cormac McCaul suggested that
if deer lawns were to be intro-
duced, one of them could be put

in place at the top of the hill on
Black Island, where the beautiful
views around the Dawson Mau-
soleum (the “Temple”) were now
being blotted out by a growing
crop of conifer trees. The Coillte
manager said he would be pre-
pared to look at any such
als as the opportunities or cut-P

ropos-

ting the trees arose.
SPEED CONCER.NS

Mr McCaul also argued that
motorists, including motorcylists
were travelling too fast on
stretches of the road ad’acent to
the forest. He said there sLould be
more signs up to warn about the
dangers of deer crossing the road.

Patrick Cassidy of Cootehill
Heritage Association asked if re-
pairs could be made to the wall
surrounding Dartre , as the deer
fencin
along t?I

that had leen put up
e road in recent ears was

ver
saicl

unsightly. But Mr itzFy
cy

atrick
the wall was a liste struc-

ture, and Coillte could not just go
in and start making repairs to it.

Cootehill town councillor Mar-
tin Fitzpatrick said a manage-
ment

P
lan should be in place not

only or the oak trees but for the
deer in the forest. It seemed to
him that the only management of
the deer was to cull them if their
numbers grew too big. Nobody
cared about thern in the mean-
time.

Coillte’s Forest Mana er C;eori;c
Byrne said it was quali ied  peopleB
who had been licensed to shoot
the deer (a licence  to cull 100 was
issued for this year).

There was general support at
the meeting to a pro
mittee member Anii

osal by cnm-
rew McCaul

for a a 40 mph speed limit to be
put in place along the entire five-
mile stretch of road in question.


