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WHEN contacted by the Notihern
S t a n d a r d  this week on the
Dartre oak trees issue, Coillte
officia s George Byrne (Forestryr
Manager) and PJ  Fitzpatrick (Dis-
tric t Manager) were both
adamant that no trees would be
felled prior to agreement being
reached after further meetings
with local eople are arranged.

A Save t : :e Oaks campaign has
been set up by people in the area
who want to see the last remaining
13-acre rouping of oaks in the
Dartre

Y
E state

year-o d
kept intact as a 200-

heritage woodland
amenity. Coillte say some of the
trees need to be cut to allow new
ones to be planted, but the objec-
tors argue that there is plenty
room for

K
lanting oaks in other

parts of t e estate (see separate
article).

Coillte have acquired a licence to
fell 15 oaks this year, and 70 over a

&
eriod of five years. Any felling to
e carried out this

have to be completeCT
ear would
before the

end of February because of
wildlife rc ulations.

But Mr 73 yrne
I3

ave assurances
that no trees wou d be felled until
further meetings were held. He
*pointed  out that it was Coillte who
called the initial meeting in
November to bring the plans to
the attention of the public, and
argued that the organisation had
been “open and honest through-
out”.

Mr Fitzpatrick confirmed that the
15 oaks licensed for fellin

5
this

year were included in the 1 -acre
patch which the campaigners
want to see preserved as a sin le

%woodland. But he stated that t e
d 70 oaks for which a felling licence

had been granted over the next
five years were not all included in
that
askez

articular section. When we
how many of the 70 were in

13-acre  woodland he would not
[ give a specific figure. He would

P
refer
ocal

to have the matter agreed at
meetings before it was

announced in the press.
“We have to work out the num-

bers to guarantee that some of that
stand will still be there in another
200

vd
ears,” Mr Fitzpatrick said.
en we put it to him that not

i
cutting the trees would the best

i -.

way to guarantee this, he dis-
agreed, and said it was not true
that all oaks could last 900 years.
The crowns of some trees m the
Dartrey patch were already show-
ing “wear and tear”, he claimed.
He could see the point being made
by people who wanted the stand
preserved, even at the loss of their
commercial value, but he felt they
not be preserved forever without
some new growth being intro-
duced .

He refuted the idea that Coillte’s
primar

Y
interest was in the com-

mercia value of the oaks. But any
improvements in Dartrey would
have to be “self-financing”.

The Save the Oaks campaigners
argue that the trees in the section
are in prime condition and would
last for hundreds of years. They
say it should be preserved for the
enjoyment of future generations as
the only native woodland in the
area. -

Significantly, Mr Fitzpatrick
acce

P
ted that none of the oaks

wou d be cut this year if agree-
ment could not be reached before
the end of February.

“There will be no cutting until
agreement is reached. I am totally
committed to that,” he assured us.

Both officials accepted that
Coillte had a poor record in plant-
ing new oaks since their organisa-
tion (then the Forestry Service)
took over Dartrey in 1949. They
had

K
lanted some in recent years,

but t ese had been eaten by deer.
That was wh
money for Y

they needed to raise
encin

i
around new

oaks. Mr Fitzpatric  acce ted that
Coillte had concentratecp on for-
eign evergreen trees in the past.
But in recent years they had recog-
nised the need to replant more
native broadleaf trees such as oak.

In relation to allegations made by
the Save the Oaks Committee that
Coillte had breached heritage reg-
ulations by causing damage to a
ring fort on the top of Dartrey’s
“Black Island” when fir trees were
planted seven years a
said he had no know edge of that.B

o, Mr Byrne

Coilltc’s  policy in the past five
years  was not to plant within 15
metres of such sites. He acce ted
that “‘mistakes” might have &een
made in the past, but Coillte, like,
everyone else, was now becomin

Yimore mindful of archaeologica
areas.
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